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Committee on Q_mmgi_mm releases Mason County summary

By Adam Rudnick
adam@masoncounty.com

Mason County has plenty
of success stories and prom-
ising practices, according to

the Governor's Committee on
Disability Issues and Empioy--

ment, but barriers remain.
A . subcommittee

Gov.: Jay Inslee’s committee

summarized its findings from -
its-two February meetings in..
Shelton:: On April. 9; subcom-
. mittee Chair Damiana Harper:

released. a 27-page outreach
summary ' of . the = meetings,
which took place Feb. 27 and

Prairie Operations Center.”

‘The meetings centered om. -
- %mm major- discussion topies -
= Hmm&onwm hours for Dial-A-
W&m service. and. addressing
1-976; establishing a central--
ized: resource. and service net-.

work: and'. mm&.mmmqu WoBm.
lessness: and. the unique. bar-

- riers’ for Honmw H.mmambﬁm ﬁaap

. &mmg.rﬁmm.

" “Our Emmgmm were’ BH.S.. :
mative, productive and a lot of

- fun,” Harper said in ‘an email.

. “We: were impressed with the
. mh&&ﬁmwmmﬁ_ and @omﬁs mﬁﬁ.ﬁ :
. cessible meeting facilities that
* are free for nonprofits. -
" B A local parent and son are

- taking’ initial mwm@m to start .
- People’ First, 'a mmﬁtm%oomn%. .
' center for individuals with in- - -
= ..dm_.—monm& &mmvmyﬁwm in m&&; :
H Qmﬁmﬁmuﬂ Huwowmﬂn% ggmq?.

: om the participants.”:

“The full report can .W.Vm womwm.

P mﬂ hitps//bit.ly/2ydRyrC.
- The Goverpor's Oogﬁmw

ow Upmmeﬂ% Hmmﬁmm and Em~ ;
- ployment ‘aims to  “promote -
inde-
. .ﬂmbmmwom ‘and’ full- participa- -1
.”...ﬂo E E.m mow wmovmm S‘Eﬂ

- equality; - oﬁwoiEEJr

tasked .
with community outreach for.

disabilities.”
advises the governor, legis-

lature and state agencies on
policies that affect people with' |
disabilities and more. It has:
a 27-member board .of con-.

. tributors from wwwonmgﬁ mum.
Cogtate. oo
" Bhelton - H.mm:wmna .Nmﬁb :

Frankeberger, a recently ap- -
pointed BmBme.om the Gov-:
" erpor’s Committee on Disabil-
ity Issues and Employment;
wrote in an email that he was':
impressed with his volunteer
colleagues producing the docu--
- ment. He wrote that he hoped
- it would. be. &mmmgmﬁma, mmﬂ..
g .mbm wide. L
28 at Mason PUD 3’s. hogm L
" the report cites the many chal-
lenges we Wmﬁm (for) services ..
needed in our county and ac-
tion steps. to’ get: to/increase’
. the support we have-around:
us,” he- Sﬂodm. *Too many resi-:
%Hﬁm are always  isolated,
- like we are all today, We have -
..WoBmymmm we have those (who
“-are) hungry. We as a.county. .
" can and will do vmﬁmw as. wrm.”
. summary. reports.” .
‘The summary ﬁmnmm six ﬁ? ”
G n& success stories mbm HuwowEm- .
. _.Emwwmaﬂnmm L =
B Mason’ wd.b 3 om.mmm ?b% ac-
- able:

““Most Ep@oﬁ,mﬁﬂq apozmw

The committee -

upmw». mbm Mﬁmm Huwowm% gmb;
agement were. recognized. for

their willingness to work with:-
people 3\% Emmgbﬁmm S mb& .

housing.

"l County b»z&ﬂow H.mmm% En. :
Guire and Emmoﬂ County com- -
- missioners - and- leaders  are
working: to - establish a - local
b;nommmuwwm OoE.B:qu Advi- -
sory Committee, which ecould:
i lead to. ?b@ﬁm opportunities
' for programs and activities for -
‘individuals with disabilities."
B Moving Mason Forward Re- -
source Coalition facilitates the:

community’s work to address

health priorities and promote
- “sustainable, lasting change.”
. E Mason - Transit Authority’s:
Volunteer * Driver: Program
- provides - #Bbmvogmﬂoﬁ ser-
- vice' for residents: age 60 and
_older who are unable to. drive
or use wﬂwﬁo transportation to
. get to medical’ mwwoﬁﬂgmﬁ.wm..
-+ and.run errands. - :

“The " moswwbow m

mﬁwnoBBEumm H.Smﬁmm the two

Shelton: Emmﬁﬁmm — the first
g .ow which was a town hall meet-
" ing that aimed to start a dis--
cussion about issues: Hmmam_w_“m.
~with disabilities face, specifi-
cally ﬁ.mﬂmwoﬁmﬁon afford-"
; employment,
L w@ﬂomﬂow and more. The sum--
LImMAary.- includes: Hmmoﬁ.nmm Jor "
- those ' topics, - and " nogmbﬂm :
.mHoB Bmmwﬁm attendees.
- Some attendees: mwommwﬁ Eu._.

o mmummunma ‘with other services -
such ‘as’ ﬁmbmwoimﬁoﬁ busi-*
.”..Ewmm mﬁm Hum% ﬁwmmow WoE :

-housing;

_oo& problems. for residents
. with disabilities. Frankeberg-
_.._ .mﬁ Q&o _.Emm in apm bme ﬁEp. ..

: mogw.“
ﬁmmm OQBBE«% Oﬁnmmnw.

erick area, expressed concern

-about Mason Transit Author-
wity’s Dial-A-Ride program. He’
-gaid the mmmwn% recently decid-
" ed to stop the program’s ser-

- vice after 6 p.m., which lmits

" his and his wife’s ability to go
- out, eat dinner and socialize.
<.~ Frankeberger, who is blind,
-suggested " MTA  re-establish
o:its - citizen - advisory. . board,’
: ...ﬂgnw he was on for 13 years. -
g.Wm wuwmqmﬁwmwﬂﬂ opera-
ﬂowm manager for MTA, said
‘the . agency - adjusted. those
hours:: because - requests- for
- service after 6 p.m. were mini-

* mal. He said: MTA plans to
. reevaluate the program again- .
Zin June. to see if m&ﬂmﬂpmﬁﬁm
are needed. The meeting took:
< place. before Inslee’s order to.-

. “Stay Home,’ ‘Stay Healthy”

- that: EE%& mh bobmmmmwﬁmm :

mmgomm

wubwmgww&w said n.. ow.mﬂmw- :
syt approved, - Initiative 976,
~ which SoEm Hoﬂmw the mﬁm.ﬁm 8-
--vehicle
“would affect &uoﬁ oﬂm.ﬁﬁd of
- MTA’s funding and mogaﬁm:% ;
" reduce rides. He said he’s con-
‘ cerned it will affect riders who
. rely: on’ the service to mmn to
- medical ‘appointments. - .
#~ During the’ wd&nogﬁmm s
Hmmmmwmuﬁv breakfast on Feb,
i 28, attendees were asked to-
“think about.how to increase
“ ridership: and service hours
" for Dial-A-Ride: Some mdmm.wm-.

" registration mmmm

tions included mmﬁmﬂomywﬂq an.

other outreach plans,”’

" commitments
-hopeful those will be carried
“through to fruition,” Franke-
‘berger. wrote in an .email.
.....gmg:oﬂ\gmmoﬂ Oocbq mm.”.
" serves nothing less.” " :

V16 2028

town hall meetings in rural
communities; educate com-
munity members about how
transportation funding works;
and promote ridership in se-
nior newsletters.

MTA said it would collect
data through March and cre-
ate a survey, which the agency’
said it planned to have com-
pleted by April 30..1t mmmo uﬁmm

,Hr.m.. ..mﬂvnogﬁmm m.mm.,o
asked how. the connmunity

-would design and implement

a'- centralized ' resource and

service petwork. Some ideas

included identifying what's
available and combining re-

~ sources and marketing those
. available resources. .

- Finally, . attendees - were

. .mmem what .steps could be
* taken to identify and mitigate
' barriers faced by people with

disabilities who are also expe~

. riencing homelessness.

mcmmmmﬂonm included:. mm..

. 4&0@5@. a rapid response net-
- work; offer a mobile food bank
. for people living in the woods;
tell their stories, and meet
" and talk to them; and increase
- collaboration of resources for
" agencies in the community.

" “Coromunity leaders Bmmm..
and’ I'm - so

For more Emoﬁnwmﬂoﬂ mgc&.
Ew mgmwsOmm nogﬁmm Mo
5 mmm ﬂm moimnmm :




