Coronavirus threat
alters local lives

Residents working at
home, ‘reprioritizing’

By Gordon Weeks
gordon@masoncounty.com

Keri Davidson, a member of the
Shelton School District Board of Di-
rectors, is working for her pharmaceu-
tical company at home. With schools
closing statewide due to the coronavi-
rus threat, both her daughters are also
home.

“My husband is a pharmacist, so he
is working his normal schedule and
taking extra cleaning precautions at
work,” Davidson said. “My daughters
and I are staying positive and coming
up with some routines at home so that
they can continue to do some learn-
ing while I am on work teleconferenc-
es and keeping up with school board
business by email or phone.

“We are also having some fun, tak-
ing hikes and bike rides in the sun-
shine and offering to help our older
neighbors in any way that we safely
can. We have seen many neighbors
out on a walk and it helps to not feel
8o isolated during this time we are all
at home. Safety for everyone and their
families is so important right now. All
our actions have an impact.”

Davidson is among the Mason
County residents who shared how
their lives have changed with the
spread of the coronavirus.

For Shelton accountant Cheryl Wil-

liams, the crisis has “taught us as a
family what we really need and more
importantly, what’s not vital.” _

“My husband prepared our house-
hold for this,” she said. “But loss of
habits will be bad: I don’t have to get
ready for work at H&R Block because
'm on a self-imposed quarantine.
(Daughter) AB. has no school. I'm
planning a lot of scavenger hunts and
walks to fill up the time.”

The crisis has “brought us closer
as a family,” Williams said. “We have
time that we didn’t have before. We
get to hunker down, and together we’ll
benefit as a family and be better pre-
pared.” -

Williams offered this piece of ad-
vice: “Be your best human self right
now.”

Karen DeWitt, director of safety and
security for the Shelton School Dis-
trict, was attending daily emergency
meetings with the state Department of
Health. Now she’s working from home,
participating in meetings through on-
line video conferencing platform Zoom.

“My trip to Panama during spring
break was canceled,” she said. “I con-
tinue to run first-thing in the morn-
ing at home and get outside as much
as possible, walk the dog. I am only
in close contact with my husband for
the most part. I have stopped to see
my son, daughter-in-law and grand-
daughter briefly. I found myself wash-
ing my hands before picking up my
granddaughter. I continue to wash my
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Shortly after noon Monday, traffic is extremely light on West Railroad
Avenue in downtown Shelton. Journal photo by Michael Heinbach
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