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Chamber’s annual gala will honor
business, volunteer and citizen of year

By ARLA SHEPHARD
MASON COUNTY LIFE

ew businesses, long-time com-

munity volunteers and many

of Mason County’s most ded-
icated citizens will be honored at the
Shelton-Mason County Chamber of
Commerce’s annual Awards Gala this
month.

As the chamber reflects on the past
year, with a dinner and program on
Jan. 16 at Little Creek Casino Resort in
Shelton, the chamber will also name
its Business of the Year, Volunteer of
the Year and Citizen of the Year.

Business of the Year nominees in-
clude Peninsula Credit Union and
four female-owned businesses: Kathy
Geist’s Better On You, Michelle Pugh's
Joonbug Yoga, Shelly Barnett’s Off the
Walls Gallery and Janene Bandes’ Pier
101 Gift Shop & Women’s Boutique.

Geist re-located her women’s bou-
tique Better On You from Union to
Shelton in 2013, Pugh expanded her
yoga studio in downtown Shelton,
Barnett opened her art gallery Febru-
ary 2014, also in Shelton, and Bandes’
Hoodsport boutique celebrated 11
years in business last year.

Meanwhile, Peninsula Credit Union
has been a mainstay in Mason County
since 1935, with branches now in Bel-
fair and Shelton.

The credit union’s members, as well
as the organization, support various
community causes, such as Relay For
Life, United Way Day of Caring, Ma-

son County Forest Festival and educa-
tional grants for local schools.

The nominees for Citizen of the Year
are Bill Kendrick, Spencer Jones, Mel-
anie Bakala and Patty Ayala Ross.

Kendrick is a former Seattle Public
Schools superintendent who has vol-
unteered as a Rotarian and through
his church for more than 40 years.

Since joining the board of Love
INC of Mason County in 2010, Kend-
rick has helped the organization raise
more than $230,000. He’s also helped
secure funding for a new clubhouse at
Alderbrook Golf and has earned nu-
merous awards throughout his career
as an educator.

Jones graduated from Shelton High
School in 2004, working for a number
of years for AmeriCorps before return-
ing to Mason County and joining the
team at Hood Canal Communications.

One of his nominators shared that
Jones volunteers more than 2,000
hours every year, demonstrated by his
volunteer work at Mason County Fire
District No. 6 and as vice president of
development for South Mason Youth
Soccer.

Bakala has served Mason Coun-
ty since 2010 as owner and operator
of State Farm Insurance in Shelton,
where she offers charitable contribu-
tions through toiletry drives to sup-
port local causes such as the homeless
shelter.

Bakala is also a member of the Skoo-
kum Rotary Club, the Shelton-Mason
County Chamber and the Mason Gen-

eral Hospital Foundation boards, and
has contributed time and energy to
Sound Learning, Friends of the Shel-
ton Library and countless nonprofit
efforts.

Patty Ayala Ross has been the man-
ager of the Shelton Timberland Li-
brary since 2006, where she works
hard to set a vision and mission that
are community-driven and communi-
ty-minded.

Ayala Ross has been honored with
an American Business Women’s
Award of the Year in 2004 and in addi-
tion to her role at the library, she dedi-
cates herself to several local organiza-
tions, including United Way of Mason
County, League of Women Voters and
Mason County Early Learning Coali-
tion and Sound Learning.

Nominees for Volunteer of the Year
include John Lester of Arnold Smith
Insurance, Jennifer Owens of Penin-
sula Credit Union and Susanna Sam-
uelson of Our Community Credit
Union.

Lester contributes  significant-
ly to the Shelton Kiwanis Club and
the chamber; Owens volunteers with
Bank On Mason, Shelton Relay for Life
and Mason General Hospital Foun-
dation; and Samuelson dedicates her
time to United Way of Mason County,
the MGH Foundation and the Olympic
Middle School PTSO.

Tickets to the chamber’s annual
awards gala are limited. Contact the
chamber for more information at 426-
2021 or info@sheltonchamber.org. B
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Kathy Geist moved her boutique Better On You to Shelton
at the end of 2013. The business, along with Peninsula
Credit Union, Joonbug Yoga, Off the Walls Gallery and
Pier 101 Gift Shop are among the nominees for the Shelton
chamber’s Business of the Year.



